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excise officers on the part of the ancestors of the present highlanders has 
not been brought out so forcefully by any other writer. This is inter- 
esting as illustrating the inherited hatred of revenue officers which was 
bred in the bone of the first pilgrims who entered the mountain country. 
In the chapter, ' ' The Land of Do Without, ' ' the historical student will 
have it forced upon him as few other accounts have done, that life even 
today in those mountains is quite on the same plane as was true in the 
days of Boone and Sevier ; and the attitude of such a people to all ques- 
tions of public policy, outside control, and local government may be 
studied today in terms known and understood by the men of six genera- 
tions ago. Valuable chapters on dialects and their origins, the feuds of 
the mountaineers, and the future of this long-belated, quarter-civilized, 
royal-hearted people, conclude a book, which, for all its hit-or-miss ar- 
rangement as to chapters, will be a genuine inspiration to every reader 
whether he be a specialist or layman. 

Archer B. Hulbert 

Democracy and Race Friction. A Study in Social Ethics. By John 
Moffatt Mecklin, Ph. D., professor of philosophy, University of 
Pittsburgh. (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1914. 
273 p. $1.25 net) 
Mr. Mecklin declares at the outset that he is not seeking to solve the 
race problem, but merely to set forth a little more clearly what the prob- 
lem really involves. Our assumption of democracy, he says, in actual 
practice is not realized, owing to the existence within our highly complex 
society of a backward group who so far have failed to become ' ' social and 
solid ' ' with their fellows. By the side of our written Constitution there 
has developed a body of customs and traditions closely related to the 
real conditions of our social life but inconsistent with the genius of 
democracy. Herein he sees the essence of the race problem. In dis- 
cussing the race traits of the Negro he is inclined to follow the conclu- 
sions of Hoffman rather than those of Boas and gives us a picture that is 
none too encouraging. He believes that the Negro will never become an 
integral member of our social body, as the color line, which is drawn 
everywhere — though with various degrees of rigidity — will prevent his 
complete participation in the community life. Moreover, the more close- 
ly the two races are brought together in large numbers on a plane of 
theoretical equality, the more tightly will the color line be drawn. The 
judicial interpretations of the fourteenth and fifteenth amendments are 
summarized in order to show that the attempts to effect the social in- 
tegration of the Negro by means of legislation have failed ; and the author 
holds that an advanced type of civilization cannot be superimposed upon 
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a backward people by fiat of the government, but must be attained, if at 
all, by persistent effort on the part of the group. 

In seeking to adjust this antagonism between theoretical democracy 
and actual conditions, one of three courses may be followed : we may 
maintain the Negro for the time being in a state of artificial equality, 
with the assumption that he will eventually attain complete social as- 
similation ; or we may modify our democratic principles so as to legalize 
a status based on racial characteristics; or, lastly, we may accept condi- 
tions as they are, maintain even-handed justice, and leave the result to 
competition and the survival of the fittest. Mr. Mecklin rejects the first 
two of these courses as wholly impracticable and declares that history 
proves the last to be the only one that has resulted in things worth while. 

The author writes entertainingly, but does not increase the usefulness 
of his book by flourishing a scientific verbiage and digressing at times 
into the field of general psychology. Certain omissions are rather sur- 
prising. It is hard to imagine anyone 's attempting an authoritative dis- 
cussion of race friction without consulting the files of the Crisis, the 
magazine edited by Mr. Du Bois, which is a storehouse of information 
on this particular topic. The author seems ignorant, too, of the im- 
mensely significant work of the Southern Sociological Congress, whose 
publications he might have consulted with profit before fixing his con- 
clusions with regard to racial relationships in the southern states. The 
book gives evidence of the use of a well-stocked library and of a certain 
amount of investigation by means of questionnaires, but it adds very little 
to what has already been said on the Negro problem. 

"William 0. Scroggs 

The Whig Parly in the South. By Arthur Charles Cole, Ph. D., in- 
structor in history, University of Illinois. (Washington: 
American Historical Association ; London -. Humphrey Milford, 
Oxford University Press, 1913. 392 p. $1.50) 
In this interesting and scholarly book, throwing as it does new light 
upon the political history of our nation, and that too in a field largely 
neglected, Mr. Cole has given an interesting narrative and a sane inter- 
pretation of the history of the Whig party in the South in its origins, its 
role as a constituent part of a national party, its compromises and con- 
servative attitude on the questions growing out of the movements for the 
extension of slaveholding territory, and in its final struggle to avert a dis- 
memberment of the Union. In its origins the southern Whig party is 
clearly shown to have been what historians consider it: an opposition 
party born in the hostile attitude of disappointed and ambitious pol- 
iticians, conservative and experienced leaders, particularists and nation- 



